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The Agentic Dimension of Evidence-based Teaching:

Constructing a Practical Model

ZHOU Shenji'?, WU Yuchen**, WANG Linhui*
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Materials, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, PRC; 2. Center for Teacher
Education Research, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, PRC; 3. Faculty of
Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR, 999077, PRC; 4.
Tianchang Primary School, Hangzhou, 310006, PRC)

[ Abstract ] Evidence-based practice has gained significant traction in the field of
education, yet its capacity to meaningfully inform teaching remains contested.
Adopting Gert Biesta’s perspective, this study foregrounds the agency of teachers as
evidence-engaged practitioners and proposes a belief-oriented model of
evidence-based teaching. This model draws on theoretical evidence to deepen
understandings of educational aims and employs empirical evidence to inform
strategic pedagogical choices, thereby supporting situated instructional action. It seeks
to transcend technocratic dependencies on external evidence and resists reducing
evidence-based teaching to procedural compliance. Instead, it invites teachers into a
deeper engagement with the nature of teaching itself, enabling a shift from what is
merely desired to what is genuinely desirable. Within this horizon, evidence is no
longer a tool of regulation but a “gift” that reopens possibilities for teachers to reclaim

their professional subjectivity..

[ Key words] Evidence-based teaching; Biesta; teacher agency; teacher beliefs
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